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PREFACE 

The very favourable reception accorded by the 
public to the first instalment of Lord Broughton's 
Recollections, which appeared in the summer 
of 1909, and especially the advice I received, 
of indisputable value, and on which I place 
implicit reliance, have induced me to continue 
the publication of these Diaries and Memoirs 
down to the year 1834. 

The interest of the first two volumes was 
chiefly centred in Hobhouse's personal experience 
of the events which culminated in the Battle 
of Waterloo, and in his intimate friendship with 
Lord Byron. 

The leading feature of these two present 
volumes is the progress of Home Politics, and 
especially the events which led up to Roman 
Catholic Emancipation in 1829 and the Reform 
Bill of 1832. 

My father, as a prominent Member of Parlia- 
ment, and afterwards as a Cabinet Minister, was 

fully cognisant of all that was passing, even in 
VOL. in y b 
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the inner circles of the Government, and he 
took the utmost pains to record his experiences 
and impressions from day to day. 

At a time of political unrest like the present, 
these records seem to me to be of peculiar value 
and interest, and I venture to hope that the 
public also will take this view of them. 

These records, however, are not confined to 
politics, but also throw much new light on the 
social events and the leading personages of 
the time. 

I have added, as an Appendix, an account 
of the Destruction of Lord Byron's Memoirs, 
written by J. C. Hobhouse at the time; also a 
letter (published for the first time) written by 
Count Pietro Gamba to Mrs. Leigh and translated 
from the Italian by J. C. Hobhouse, giving a 
full account of Lord Byron's last illness and 
death. 

C. Dorchester. 

Aprils 1910. 
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a»w»r Liim liin^mlfcMw i^ikTiiwJ thai mU tiljMi igd 

Burke altered his strle after tfe Hascmss Tiiii 
and adopled Shmdan's flowesr iketotic 

Amffmgl 3. — I tlimk h is Lard ClamdaA vko 
says that no man erer made a fifvie who did wiA 
in earlr life consort with his swpaon^ 

Amfftul 10.— Sat up with ^nith and %K»eer 
late. Smith told that when the ei^ Kngtiih 
officers were desiied br WaAingtim to settle 
amongst themselreSy who should be hingfd hr 



way of reprisal for an American ofieer who had 
been put to death un jostlr^ A^gfll drew the kt, 
and said, *' I was always an nnhi^r doe ; I 
always drew the flogging lot at sdiooL"^ Harry 
was pat to sit np with him, partly to 



watch, partly to console him, and all he ecMild say 
was, ''Come, nerer mind.** A^gill was to be 
handed next dav ; bat be was not, and the intn*- 
cession of the Qaeen of France finally sared 
his life. 

Amgm^ 11. — Bode ap to I^>ndon with James 
Smith, who told me he heard Byron say that he 
coald not enter into the "l£aid and Magpie,^' 
as he had nerer been immoceui of stealing a 
silrer spoon ! ! 

AuguMl 23. — Fosoolo and I took a walk. We 
had a great discussion at night about poetry. He 
denied Pope to be a poet except here and there, 
as at the end of the Eleer to the memorr 
of an unfortunate Ladr. He could not feel 

m 

Dryden. He did not understand Sb * <a. 
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friend, that the seeing him huried was no source i9U, 
of more profound grief to me ; but I felt stunned 
and unable to lament. 

From Book, " Eecollections." 

I returned to Bunny Park. The Corporation 
of Nottingham offered me the freedom of the 
town, but I had no inclination for the ceremonies 
with which the acceptance of the honour would 
have been accompanied; I therefore declined it. 
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1326. manner. It is pleasing to find a man past 
eighty undaunted by that which saddens all : 
the fear of death. 

July 4. — I am going on a visit to the Continent 
to-morrow. 
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1827. and fall of Fulteney ; and the injury his conduct 
inflicted on all public virtue. I told him that 
if the Administration were a Reform Adminis- 
tration he might choose his post in the Lords as 
well as the Commons, but to take a peerage 
from and under George Canning! Impossible! 

If I had ever doubted my friend's integrity and 
disinterestedness, which I never had for an in- 
stant, his conversation would have removed every 
suspicion. 

July 16. — The union between Canning and 
some of the Whigs was completed to-day, when 
Lord Lansdowne took the seals of the Home 
Office at Windsor ; Lord Carlisle received the 
Privy Seal, and Sturges Bourne had the Warden- 
ship of the New Forest given to him. At last, 
all this, but we shall see if it does not come too 
late. There is a feeling that the Government 
will not stand. 

H. Stephenson told me that the Duke of 
Buckingham had offered his parliamentary in- 
fluence to the King personally, saying, at the same 
time, that the offer was made to His Majesty, and 
not to Mr. Canning. The King accepted the offer. 

It is want of proper spirit and, I think, of 
policy in Canning, to continue in office whilst 
such things are going on ! 

Fkom Book, " Recollections." 

July 22. — On the accession of Lord Lansdowne 
to the Home Office, my cousin, Henry Hobhouse, 
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^r ci^f^^s^ to me that it had not struck him 
U4fc: :* «\^uld be extremely difficult to fix upon a 
t^ofsr for a Whig or any other than a Peelite 
lt:^,is?5rv in the House of Commons. 

£ Ht^ft S. — One of the family went to Houns- 

V* :his morning, and brought back the news. 

Oftsi^in:? was dead. He died at ten minutes 

Vrfow four o'clock in the morning, without a 

'iisr^UKlo^ although in the early part of his illness 

V K^ suffered horribly : his shrieks were heard 

Vv\>nd the garden. Dr. Holland, who was with 

kiuu told my friend Dr. Chambers he behaved 

iiH^t manfully and most amiably. The last words 

be spoke were to Mrs. Canning, who was so 

^ectod by them that she fainted and was carried 

fiom the room. Immediately after death his face 

and person were so altered that his most intimate 

friends would not have known liim. 

Canning had attained the summit of power, 
and by his previous conduct had excited hopes of 
accomplishing some good or great designs, which, 
however, I do not believe he would have been 
able to effect. If he had lived till the next 
Session of Parliament, it is l)y no means unlikely 
that he would have been driven from his post, 
and the general state of his health promised him 
but a short remainder of life, which he must 
have lingered out amidst disappointments and 
regrets. 

Canning had genius, had wit, had learning, had 
feeling. It was worth while speaking to an 
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OMTiinffV funeral was attended by all the present 

'Uinistors, and that the Dukes of Clarence and 

$«jQacx wore supporters to the chief mourner; 

Tioi * man of the Tories attended the last remains 

M thoir Right Honourable Friend to the grave, 

not ovt>n Peel. Joe Hume, an impudent fool, was 

^X tho funeral. Burdett's name was put down, 

And A Httle while ago there was a paragraph in 

llio Ttm^ saying he had left town for grief ! ! Now 

this is too bad. Burdett felt no grief ; regret he 

did ftH*l, but his leaving London liad nothing to 

do with the matter. Such is the way with the 

pifiss, always in extremes, and almost always false. 

September 13. — Went to Kinmell Park, the 

«^t of Colonel Hughes. Leaving Kinmell we 

wont on to Conway, thence by the grand Pen- 

maoninawr Road to Bangor. The next day we 

oimtiuued our journey through Carnarvon, 

BiMldgelert, Capel-Curig, Llangollen, Oswestry, 

ShnMVsbury, and Eaton. From Eaton we travelled 

to Worcester, and after visiting Oxford I returned 

U) Whitton. 

From Book, ** Recollections." 

October 3. — I learnt that, although most of 
the offices were filled, the Government Avas still 
in an unsettled state. Fremantle, Treasurer of 
the Household, dined with the King on the day 
tlie present arrangements were finally settled. 
Ilis Majesty, during dinner, quite contrary to 
his usual practice, talked politics, and expressed 
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324 LONDON Chap. VIIL 

18»9. Majesty has done his utmost to get rid of this 
trustworthy person, and has been prevented only 
by the impossibility of finding a successor. 

That the King should wish to remodel the 
Ministry as far as the Duke's colleagues are 
concerned is very natural, for such a set of 
incapables were never brought together. Nor has 
Lord Bx)sslyn's appointment brought strength to 
the Administration. On the whole there is a 
great probability that changes will take place 
before the meeting of Parliament for the next 
Session, but who are to be taken in ? the nation ? 

Parliament prorogued this day. 
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except where absolutely necessary, with the ex- 
pression of those opinions and feelings to which 
the occasion gave birth, and which will, I thinks 
naturally suggest themselves to those who peruse 
the following pages. 



John C. Hobhouse. 



Whitton Pxbk, Jvly 18, 1825. 
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3T4 AOOOTJKT OF LORD BYRON's LAST ILLNESS 

fulfilled your wishes it will be for me the recom- 
pmse most grateful to my feelings and the most 
«tH)tlung of all consolations. 

Those who were acquainted only with his 
writings will lament the loss of so great a genius, 
but I knew his heart. If to have sincere com- 
panions of your sorrows will at all alleviate them, 
bo assured that the grief of no one can be more 
deeply, more truly felt than that of your very 
humble servant, 

FiETRO Gamba. 

The Hon. Mbs. Leigh, 
Augwt 17, 1824. 
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